Field Report: SOI-122 Challenge 2: From Peaks to Pavement at University of
Trento, Trento

Pre-Program Preparation:

In anticipation of the Blended Intensive Program (BIP) at the University of Trento, | dedicated significant
time to researching the challenges surrounding sustainable mobility in mountainous regions. My focus
was on understanding the unique characteristics and complexities associated with minimizing
dependence on private cars in areas with steep orographic variations.

Arrival and Orientation:

Upon arriving in Trento, the blend of natural and anthropic environments set the stage for an exciting
phase of change in the mobility landscape. The initial orientation session provided a comprehensive
overview of the challenge at hand — creating sustainable mobility connections that not only address
geographical and orographic differences but also align with environmental, social, and economic
objectives.

On-Site Exploration:

The on-site experience in Trento was immersive and enlightening. The city, nestled amidst hills and
valleys, posed a real-world scenario for tackling the challenge. Exploring the locations earmarked for
future transformations, | gained insights into the context of the proposed interventions and their
potential impact on the urban ecosystem.

Innovative Solutions and Group Projects:

Engaging in group projects, we delved into the multifaceted challenge of enhancing biodiversity while
creating sustainable mobility connections. The integration of a multidisciplinary approach to planning,
considering environmental, social, and economic factors, proved to be both challenging and rewarding.
The collaborative environment fostered creative thinking, leading to the generation of innovative
solutions.

Online Learning and Continued Collaboration:

The transition to online learning seamlessly continued our exploration of sustainable mobility solutions.
Leveraging the digital infrastructure provided by the University of Trento, virtual collaboration remained
robust. Workshops on current and planned infrastructural interventions, coupled with a demographic,
social, and economic overview, enriched our understanding of the broader context.

Learning Outcomes:

The program's emphasis on a holistic understanding of sustainable mobility, encompassing
environmental sustainability and biodiversity enhancement, was instrumental. | developed a nuanced
perspective on planning that goes beyond infrastructure to consider the socio-economic fabric of the



community. The application of theoretical knowledge to real-world challenges strengthened my
problem-solving skills.

Interpersonal and Multidisciplinary Skills:

A distinctive feature of the program was the emphasis on interpersonal skills and a multidisciplinary
approach to problem-solving. Collaboration within diverse groups enhanced my ability to navigate
complex challenges. The program's focus on socio-economic considerations broadened my
understanding of the interconnected nature of urban planning and mobility solutions.

Cultural Immersion:

Beyond the academic focus, the program facilitated cultural immersion. Exploring Trento's historic sites,
interacting with locals, and witnessing the city's commitment to sustainable initiatives provided a well-
rounded experience. The blend of cultural exposure and academic engagement added depth to my
overall learning journey.

Conclusion:

In a nutshell, the Blended Intensive Program at the University of Trento was a chance to dig into the
challenges of getting around in tricky landscapes. Mixing theory, hands-on learning, and soaking in the
local culture made it a pretty awesome learning experience. The skills | picked up and the things |
learned are going to stick with me for future gigs in urban planning and sustainable travel.



