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Bridge Scholarships Iran 2023 
 

 

OBJECTIVE   The German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) administers the scholarship 

programme “Bridge Scholarships Iran 2023” with funds from the Federal For-
eign Office. As part of the programme, qualified Iranians, who had to leave their 
home country due to the current political situation and are already in Germany, 
will receive the possibility to begin or continue their academic career. 

 
The aim of the programme is to support researchers from Iran with bridge schol-

arships to start or continue their research project as part of a doctorate or post-
doctoral phase at a state or state-recognised higher education institution resp. 
non-university research institution in Germany. 

   These grants are intended to enable them to initiate and prepare their aca-
demic future prospects in a secure environment, with the support of their re-

spective host institution. In the long term, the aim is to integrate them into the 
education and labour market in Germany, if a return to Iran is not possible. 

    

WHO CAN APPLY?   Researchers from Iran from all disciplines are eligible to apply, 

• who have already been accepted as doctoral candidates at a state or 

state-recognised higher education institution resp. non-university re-

search institution in Germany or who have a confirmation of supervi-

sion, or 

• who have received a letter of invitation from a state or state-recognised 

higher education institution resp. non-university research institution in 

Germany as a postdoctoral researcher or university lecturer, 

• who can prove that they have Iranian citizenship (no dual citizenship), 

• who, as a rule, are already in Germany with a valid residence permit at 

the time of the application deadline, 

• who, as a rule, have not been staying in Germany for longer than 15 
months at the time of the application deadline. This does not exclude 

applications from Iranians who have come to the Federal Republic as 
part of their studies, a doctorate or other academic projects and have 

therefore been in Germany for some time. 

    

WHAT CAN BE 

FUNDED? 

  Research projects with the aim of obtaining a doctoral degree or implementing 
a research project at a state or state-recognised higher education institution 
resp. non-university research institution in Germany. 
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INDIVIDUAL 

FUNDING 
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Doctoral students 

• individual projects under the supervision of a university teacher (doc-
toral supervisor) in Germany or 

• participation in a structured doctoral programme 
 

Postdoctoral researchers* 

• individual projects in cooperation with a university teacher in Germany 
 

University lecturers 

• individual projects in cooperation with a university teacher in Germany 
 
* Status as postdoctoral researcher up to four years after obtaining the doctoral degree. 

    

DURATION OF THE 
FUNDING 

  3 months to a maximum of 9 months; the length of the grant is decided by the 
DAAD and depends on the project in question and the applicant's work sched-

ule. The funding must be completed by 31 January 2024 at the latest. 
 

The grant is non-renewable. 

    

VALUE   Scholarship benefits in accordance with the respective current version of the 

scholarship guidelines of the Federal Foreign Office include: 

• depending on the academic level, monthly payments of 

- 1,200 euros for doctoral candidates 

- 2,000 euros for postdoctoral researchers 

- 2,150 euros for (assistant) professors 

• payments towards health, accident and personal liability insurance 
cover 

 
Under certain circumstances, scholarship holders may receive the following ad-

ditional benefits: 

• monthly rent subsidy 

• monthly allowance for accompanying family members 

• in the case of a disability or chronic illness: subsidy for additional costs 

which result from the disability or chronic illness and are not covered 

by other funding providers: Further information 
 

Please note that while on a DAAD scholarship you must not accept another 
DAAD scholarship, Erasmus+ scholarship or other scholarships or awards from 

other German sources, nor apply for support from the German national educa-
tion assistance system - BAföG. 
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https://www.daad.de/en/the-daad/mobility-with-a-disability/
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SELECTION   The selection of candidates will be carried out by a selection committees ap-
pointed by the section ST33 – Middle East, North Africa of the DAAD. 

    

SELECTION 

CRITERIA 

  1) Academic qualification (documented by the higher education certificate re-
garding the last qualifying degree for doctoral and postdoctoral candidates 

resp. academic achievements and recent publications which must be docu-
mented in the curriculum vitae and a list of publications for university lecturers) 
 

2) Quality of the research project (documented by an acceptance as a doctoral 
candidate (if applicable) and letter of recommendation resp. confirmation of 

supervision or letter of invitation, research proposal and schedule) 

 

3) Personal motivation for the scholarship (documented by a letter of motiva-
tion describing the current personal risk situation as well as outlining the future 
prospects in Germany made possible by a scholarship)  
 

In addition, in order to ensure equal opportunities, the selection committee 
may take into account special life circumstances, about which the candidate 

can provide information in the application form. For more information on the 
selection procedure, go to Important Scholarship Information / Section E. 

    

WHAT REQUIRE-

MENTS MUST BE 

MET? 

  For all applicants: 

• You should be of legal age (usually at least 18 years old) at the time of 

application. 

• As a rule, your last degree resp. your employment at a higher education 
institution or non-university research institution in Iran should not date 

back more than 6 years at the time of the application deadline. Please 
read our Important scholarship information / Section A. 

• Your application cannot be considered, as a rule, if you have been resi-
dent in Germany for longer than 15 months at the application deadline. 

This does not exclude applications from Iranians who have come to the 
Federal Republic as part of their studies, a doctorate or other academic 
projects and have therefore been in Germany for some time. 

    

APPLICATION 

DOCUMENTS 

  Documents to be uploaded to the DAAD portal: 

 
For all applicants: 

• Online application form 

• Full curriculum vitae in tabular form (max. 3 pages) 

• Statement about academic and personal reasons for the planned study 

or research project in Germany (letter of motivation; 1-3 pages). Please 
also explain your current personal risk situation as well as outline the 
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https://www.daad.de/en/study-and-research-in-germany/scholarships/important-information-for-scholarship-applicants/
https://www.daad.de/en/study-and-research-in-germany/scholarships/important-information-for-scholarship-applicants/
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future prospects in Germany made possible by a scholarship. Please 
also read our Important Scholarship Information / Section B. 

• Valid Iranian identification document* along with a valid residence per-

mit for Germany. Please upload under "Miscellaneous" in the DAAD Ap-
plication Portal. 

• Informal, self-written confirmation that no dual citizenship exists. 
Please upload under "Miscellaneous" in the DAAD Application Portal. 

 
* If the identification document has expired, a written explanation must be provided as 

part of the application stating why a valid document cannot be presented. 

 
Additionally for doctoral candidates who are carrying out an individual pro-

ject under the supervision of a university teacher (doctoral supervisor) or who 
are participating in a structured doctoral programme: 

• Most recent university degree certificate indicating final grade(s): the 
certificate must be subsequently submitted before the grant-supported 
research begins if it is not available at the time of the application 

• A proposal, prepared and formulated by yourself, as well as a descrip-
tion of previous research work (max. 10 pages in total). A proposal is an 

extensive and detailed description of the research project which has 
been discussed with the academic adviser. Please also read our Im-

portant Scholarship Information / Section B. 
 
In the case of an individual project under the supervision of a university teacher 

(doctoral supervisor): 

• Letter confirming supervision by a university teacher in Germany, which 

refers to the applicant’s proposal and confirms that the host institute 

will provide a workplace 

• Schedule of planned research work 

• If applicable, acceptance as a doctoral candidate as well as one recent 
reference from your academic adviser 

 
If participation in a structured doctoral study programme is planned: 

• Letter of admission to a doctoral study programme, this can be subse-

quently submitted until the application deadline if it is not available at 
the time of the application 

• Proof of existing contacts to the coordinator of the doctoral programme 
in the form of copies of correspondence 

 

Additionally for postdoctoral candidates who are carrying out an individual 

project in cooperation with a university professor: 

• Most recent university degree certificate indicating final grade(s): the 
certificate must be subsequently submitted before the grant-supported 
research begins if it is not available at the time of the application 

• A proposal, prepared and formulated by yourself, as well as a descrip-

tion of previous research work (max. 10 pages in total). A proposal is an 

https://www.daad.de/en/study-and-research-in-germany/scholarships/important-information-for-scholarship-applicants/
https://www.daad.de/en/study-and-research-in-germany/scholarships/important-information-for-scholarship-applicants/
https://www.daad.de/en/study-and-research-in-germany/scholarships/important-information-for-scholarship-applicants/
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extensive and detailed description of the research project which has 
been discussed with the academic adviser. Please also read our Im-

portant Scholarship Information / Section B. 

• Letter from host confirming academic cooperation, which refers to your 
proposal and guarantees that a workplace will be provided 

• Schedule of planned research work 
 
Additionally for university lecturers: 

• List of academic publications (max. 3 pages) 

• Comprehensive statement about research project (max. 10 pages). 
Please also read our Important Scholarship Information / Section B, 
point 2. 

• Time schedule and itinerary (host institutes / academic hosts) of the 

planned research stay 

• Confirmation from the academic host in Germany; the confirmation 
must refer to your project and guarantee that the host institute in Ger-
many will provide you with a workplace. 

    

APPLICATION 

DEADLINE 

  28 February 2023 
 
Selection planned for April 2023. 

Earliest start of scholarship, as a rule, 01 May 2023. 

    

APPLICATION 

LOCATION 

  Online via DAAD portal: https://portal.daad.de/sap/bc/bsp/sap/z_set_coo-
kie/setcookie.htm?fund_ar=stv&id=57684920 

    

PLEASE NOTE   • Certificates, proof of credits, certifications and translations may be 

scanned in non-certified form and uploaded to the DAAD portal. All can-

didates have to upload German or English translations of documents 

submitted in the national language. The DAAD reserves the right to re-
quest certified copies of the documents, if necessary. 

• When choosing your university, please take into account that the DAAD 

generally does not cover tuition fees. 

• The application is done online via the DAAD portal. Please note that ac-
cess to the application portal is only displayed as long as the current 

application deadline is running. After the application deadline, the por-
tal is not available for this programme. 

• Your application is only valid if you submit all the required documents 
to the DAAD portal on time. The DAAD portal closes at 24.00 hrs. (CET or 
CEST) on the last application day. Incomplete applications cannot be 
considered. You are responsible for ensuring that your applications are 
complete. 
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https://www.daad.de/en/study-and-research-in-germany/scholarships/important-information-for-scholarship-applicants/
https://www.daad.de/en/study-and-research-in-germany/scholarships/important-information-for-scholarship-applicants/
https://www.daad.de/en/study-and-research-in-germany/scholarships/important-information-for-scholarship-applicants/
https://www.daad.de/en/study-and-research-in-germany/scholarships/important-information-for-scholarship-applicants/
https://portal.daad.de/sap/bc/bsp/sap/z_set_cookie/setcookie.htm?fund_ar=stv&id=57684920
https://portal.daad.de/sap/bc/bsp/sap/z_set_cookie/setcookie.htm?fund_ar=stv&id=57684920
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• The application documents remain with the DAAD. Your personal data 

is saved by the DAAD in accordance with the Federal Data Protection Act 
and with the EU Data Protection Regulation insofar as this data is 

needed to process the application. 

    

INFORMATION AND 
ADVISORY 
CENTRES 

  Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst 
German Academic Exchange Service 
Section ST33 – Middle East, North Africa 

Kennedyallee 50 

53175 Bonn 
 

Claudia Garbers 

E-mail: iran-bridge-scholarships@daad.de 
Phone: +49 (0)228 882-651 

    

FUNDED BY    
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