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Hi there! It’s your time-travel project leader speaking. Thanks again for finding my valuable drawing. You’re now 
officially part of my team. But there’s still a lot to do before we can finally build the time machine. So, head over 
to the library...
Oh, right, looks like you’re already there…
Go and find a comfortable spot where you can use your own computer.

Which areas of the library might be best suited for this?
A: Seating Bunks
B: Makerspace

A: That’s right - you can work there undisturbed.
B: That's more of a place for you to get creative. Give it 

another go!

Which floor are they on again?  INFO-Sheet 3
A: Ground Floor
B: Basement

A: Unfortunately, that was incorrect. Perhaps Information 
Sheet 3 will be of help here.

B: That’s correct.

If you don’t have your own computer with you, you’re welcome to sit somewhere else. There are computers 
available on the ground floor. 
Please open the library catalogue on your computer and search for the keyword ‘time machine’.

continue

Do you know how to access the catalogue?
A: Yes
B: No

A: Wonderful!
B: Have a look under the “Find & Use” tab on the 

University Library website.
How many results do you get when you search for the keyword ‘time  machine’? Search the library catalogue 

using the keyword 'Time 
Machine'

A: more than 1300
B: 50
C: 200
D: less than 500

A: It seems that way. But that’s quite a lot…
D,B,C: That doesn't seem right to me. Try again.

✏  22

That's quite a lot… continue
 Right, I’ve got a screenshot of the catalogue here. Maybe this will be of some help to you. continue

Which subject group does this book belong to?

Look at the shelf mark

A: Astronomy
B: Physics
C: History

B: Yes, exactly, that's it!
A, C: Something isn't quite right yet…

How did you figure that out?
A: I guessed.
B: Via the shelf mark
C: Via the topic

All of them are correct

You can learn a lot about a book from its shelf mark: 
https://www.tu-ilmenau.de/en/university/quicklinks/university-library/learn-work/info-sheets/info-4  

continue

Please find the following book for me. I know the catalogue page is covered in coffee stains, but I’m sure you’ll 
manage. I need the author's full name and the title of the book.
Here’s the picture again:

continue

Did you figure it out?

You can make out the 
author's surname and look it 
up in the catalogue.

A: No
B: Yes

A: Use the *advanced search* to find the author.
B: Awesome! 👍

Wonderful. With the advanced search, you can perform precise searches and enter multiple criteria at once: 
https://www.tu-ilmenau.de/en/university/quicklinks/university-library/learn-work/info-sheets/info-6  

continue

So what is the author's full name? 
A: Nahin, Paul J.
B: Nein, Paul J.
C: Nain, Paulus J.

A: Hint
B,C: Not quite. 🤔

✏ SPR

Could you tell me again where the book is located in the library? 
A quick reminder: The catalogue includes a floor plan of the library, which shows you where the book is located.

continue

A: In the textbook collection with 
the physics books (ground floor)
B: With the stacks literature in 
the UB

A: I don't think you'll find it there.
B: Correct! 

This book looks like a good fit, so go ahead and save it to your saveset .
You can save relevant books to your saveset for your searches.
In the title display, look for the “Save” option in the left-hand navigation column, then click "saveset" further 
down. When you click it, the book will be saved to your saveset.

continue

Ready for the next riddle? Here’s a book cover. Can you find the book with that title in the catalogue? 
https://puzzel.org/de/jigsaw/play?p=-OoPDQBusHgWPmoOeKB6

A: Mathematics for the physical 
sciences 
B: Mathematical Methods in the 
Physical Sciences

A: Correct!
B: Take another look at the title.

✏ HO 10000

Yes, exactly! Is this an electronic version or a physical copy?
In the catalogue, you can tell by looking at the different symbols. Which one is shown to you? 

A:

B:

C:

A,B: Unfortunately, that is incorrect.
C: Correct!

So the book must be a … A: audio edition
B: online resource
C: print edition

A, C: Try again.
B: You're right!

✏ D637

Please save this book to your saveset as well. continue

Take another look at the book's details page in the catalogue. Can you tell if the book has full-text access?
A: Yes
B No

A: Wonderful!
B: You will find the full-text listing at the end of the 

catalogue extract.

Hmm, okay. That's interesting…
To summarise briefly, we've been searching using the keyword 'time machine'. I think we need a different 
approach to find what we're looking for. To achieve this, we need a list of keywords from all the books we've 
found so far. 
When conducting any search, it is important to continually refine the results in order to avoid accidentally 
excluding relevant hits or including irrelevant ones. This means expanding or narrowing down the set of results. 
One way to achieve this is by adding additional search terms or keywords, or using truncation. Currently, our set 
of results is quite small. Therefore, we need alternative keywords. We will now collect a list of all related words 
(including synonyms, translations, narrower and broader terms, and related terms) for the term 'time travel'.

continue

You may also come across these terms in the book titles you have already found. Perhaps this will help you 
gather the right key words: https://puzzel.org/de/wordseeker/play?p=-OoPTh3_bLF_L62e-TVL

continue

Did you find them all? How many key words could you find?
A: 8
B: 12
C: 6

A,C: Sadly, you haven’t found all of them..
B: Incredible! 

💡Space-Time
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Okay, great. Now take another look at the two books in your saveset. Do you notice anything? continue

No? But it is so obvious! The edition! That's it!!!
If you take the cross sum of the last three digits of the PPN, then….
…you get: 3 + 5 + 7 + 5 + 6 + 0 = 26. Now take the cross sum of 26 again and divide the result by 2, because of 
the two books you have found, which brings us to...

A: 6
B: 10
C: 4

A,B: Check your calculations again. You can do it!
C: Great! 

✏ (4)

No!!! You'll never get your hands on that book. Did you miss me? It's Kim here. 
We met in the first part of the story. I was the one who hid the drawing.

continue

Prof.: It’s the shelf m… of… bo… Find it! continue

Kim: You'll never find it! This book is far too dangerous for our timeline. It can never fall into the wrong hands! continue

Hint: Please don't click any further until you've solved the current riddle/puzzle! continue

What is the complete shelf mark?
A: 34 GWN D 7000
B: 22 SPR HO 10000 D637 (4)
C: 50 MAT SK 950 P218-A,2(4)

B: Go to the location of the shelf mark. Hint: Take a look 
at the information sheets 3 and 4.

A,C: Take a look at all the previous  ✏ hints.
Go to the location of the shelf mark. Hint: Take a look at the information sheets 3 and 4. continue
Kim: So, I guess you didn't find the book on the shelf? continue
Traveling through time cannot be possible, as it would disrupt the flow of time.
Do you understand? Time should be handled with care. Just like a library and its books. They, too, contain 
knowledge, and knowledge is power.

continue

What should you absolutely avoid doing in the library? A: stealing
B: sleeping
C: eating and trinking
D: borrowing media

A,C: That was way too easy.
B,D: That was incorrect.

That was way too easy. You’ll have to prove to me that you’re worthy. continue
From what I can see in our chat history, you’ve only found two books on the subject so far. I think you still need 
to finish your research. Do you think you can do that?

A: Yes, of course.
B: Definitely. Alle sind richtig

So, what do you do next?  You stopped while searching for suitable keywords. You found twelve keywords, but 
only one of them can help you now. 

A: Time
B: Space-Time
C: Reisen

B: Correct!
A,C: Hint: 💡

A physical book written by the renowned scientist Hawking is about space-time. Which one is it? A: Deep learning in space and 
time for document image 
processing
B: The large-scale structure of 
space-time
C: Minkowski Space : the 
spacetime of the special relativity

B: You’ve identified that correctly.
A, C: Unfortunately, that’s wrong.

You’ve spotted that correctly. On which floor can you find this book? A: ground floor
B: basement
C: intermediate story

C: Correct!
A,B: Incorrect.

However, your research topic isn’t just about time itself; it also covers the technical aspects of time travel.
I know of a book about automatization. The shelf mark is: AUT ZQ 9940 D631. What is the book about?

A: ships
B: planes
C: cars

A: Correct! 
B,C: Incorrect.

⚓ ship

I have some keywords for you: Darkening, War

Can you find the book?

A: The Darkening Web: the war 
for cyberspace 
B: Darkening war ship
C: Darkening war of Web

A: Correct! 
B,C: Incorrect.

There are two hidden clues in this book
Clue 1 on page 303, 6 letters:  ------field
Clue 2 on page 324, 4 letters: --me
What are the word?

continue

A: war
B: battle
C: Meme
D: Game

A,C: Incorrect.
B,D: You are right!

⚓battle Game

Solve the next riddle. The clues ⚓ will guide you.  continue

Are you there yet?
A: ground floor
B: basement
C: intermediate story

B: Nice! 😎 
A,C: Take another close look at the clues.

Now you have all the clues to find what you're looking for.
It's located on the floor you're already on and will lead you to the floor you need to go to.

The clue is in the material 
provided.  

continue

Hint: Please don't click any further until you've found the game. continue

Take a picture of my game and find my hiding spot. But hurry , time is running out! continue

Did you find my (secret) hiding spot? A: No, unfortunately not.
B: It's the stack-rooms.
C: It's the locker.
D: It's the shelf at PHY.

C: That’s right! Now all we need is the key. Find it. 
A,B,D: Are you stuck? Take another close look at the 

game - maybe you'll find something in the building with a 
similar layout.

 🔑48

Hint: Please only click continue once you've found the hiding place and the key. continue

You know you are in the right spot, if the key opens the lock.  continue
I think the book is in a secure place. Please leave it there and bring all the remaining materials back to the sevice 
desk.

continue

Thanks for playing. I hope to see you soon for the next adventure, my friends!

Materialien in der Box Mit gebrachte Materialien
Spindschlüssel
Infoblatt 3,4,6
Stift und Zettel
Flyer zum Spiel

optional Computer
Handy

Vorbereitung
 schauen ob das buch da ist: AUT ZQ 9940 D631 und 

53 INF ST 276 K65 D2


